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Life Group Study Notes 

“The Discipleship Path - Go: Harvest Time” 
 Sr. Ps. James Lowe - March 24, 2019 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  
• What do you like doing in your spare time?

• If you could have more free time, how would you like to spend it?

• If you could have enough time to pursue a hobby in depth, what would it be?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org

John 4:34-38 ESV Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one 
who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 
rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to 
reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their 
labor."


Matthew 9:36-38 ESV When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."


Available

Jesus was available to the Father to serve people. Though he himself was tired and hungry, he 
took time to reach out to a stranger. She was an unlikely recipient of his attention given the 
cultural customs and prejudices of the time. As a rabbi, Jesus was expected to teach and 
minister to male Jews. She was neither. 

As a Samaritan she was persona non grata to religious Jews, for the Samaritans were 
descended from foreign peoples who had been deported from their native lands to come dwell 
in Samaria. They had intermarried with the poor Israelites who had remained in the land after 
Israel was conquered centuries earlier by foreigners.
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As a woman she was beyond the scope of religious attention by many Jewish rabbis of the 
time. A preserved prayer believed to have already originated long before this time was prayed 
by many Jewish men as follows: “Blessed are you, O God, King of the Universe, for you have 
not made me a Gentile, a slave, or a woman.”

As a fornicator who had already been married five times, she was beyond the pale for even 
those religious Jews who otherwise might have been willing to overcome the barriers 
presented by her being a woman and a Samaritan. 

Jesus cares about people no matter who they are and no matter what he himself was going 
through.

Jesus is looking for those who will make themselves available to him. He has no pre-requisites 
of education, wealth, etc. to qualify to serve on his behalf. The question is, do you genuinely 
believe Jesus? Are you willing to unconditionally follow him? Are you willing to care about 
people as he does? Are you willing to bring the good news of Jesus to people? Are you willing 
to endure whatever consequences may come from your commitment to faithfully do this?

If so, he will direct you to reach out to people, to get to know them better, to serve them, to 
bless them, to talk to them about God, to tell them the good news of Jesus. God will anoint 
you and use you to save lives and to advance his kingdom in this world.


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• How busy is your life? Do you make time to get to know people better?


• How do you talk about your faith with others who are not Christians? 


• What do you find difficult about talking to others about God and the Gospel? What can you 
do to overcome these difficulties?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for those who have talked to us about God and the Gospel.


• Ask God to help you get to know others better and talk to them about God and the Gospel.


• Ask God for opportunities to talk to specific people (name them) about God and the Gospel. 
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